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Jo Ann Davidson*
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A Tale of Three
Mountains

n the midst of Michigan
winter doldrums, the
Davidson
family’s
thinking dares wander
to the Colorado Rockies. For the past 20 years we have
spent our summer vacations backpacking and climbing mountains. The
highest elevation in Michigan isn’t
even 2,000 feet, so you can understand why the Colorado “fourteeners”
beckon us. Our perspective on God
and life is realigned and revitalized
when peering at the world from a
mountain top. Even my husband’s
computer screen-saver is an everchanging sequence of mountains!
I think God loves mountains
too—a conclusion I draw whenever I
review the events in salvation history
where He appeared on mountain
tops. One thinks immediately of Mt.
Sinai, where He proclaimed the Ten
Commandments. That was a m omentous occasion! On the morning
of the third day, a thick cloud sweeps
down upon the summit, until the
entire mountain is wrapped in the
awful mystery of darkness. Then, a
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trum pet sounds, sum moning His people to
meet with Him. Vivid
lightening flashes, and
thunder
quakes
the
mountain. So awesome are the evidences of Jehovah’s presence that the
Israelites shake with fear and fall
upon their faces before the Lord.
Even Moses exclaims, “I exceedingly
fear and quake” (Heb. 12:21, KJV).
And now the thunder ceases;
there is a period of solemn silence,
and then the voice of God is heard
proclaiming His law. Moses described the scene: “‘The Lord. . .
came with ten thousands of saints;
from His right hand Came a fiery
law for them. Yes, He loves the people’” (Deut. 33:2, 3, NKJV).

The Mount of Two Opinions
It was a major apostasy that
brought God to a second moun* Jo Ann Davidson is a wife, mother,
and Assistant Professor of Theology at
the SDA Theological Seminary in
Berrien Springs, Michigan.

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 2000

1

Perspective Digest, Vol. 5 [2000], No. 1, Art. 4
also the very stones of the altar. As at
Sinai, the profoundly guilty Israelites
prostate themselves before the unseen God. However, it is not they but
the sacrificial animal that is consumed.
The judgment by fire was such an
overwhelming defeat that Satan
apparently will seek to duplicate it—
this time, to certify his credentials!
The beast of Revelation 13, says the
inspired writer, shall do “great wonders, so that he maketh fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men,, and deceiveth them
that dwell on the earth by the means
of those miracles which he had
power to do” (KIV).

tain— Mt. Carmel. There, at His bidding, His prophet Elijah summoned
the people of Israel to declare their
allegiance either to God or Baal. Facing King Ahab and the false
prophets, Elijah cries out in clear,
trumpet-like tones: “How long halt
ye between two opinions? If the Lord
be God, follow him; but if Baal, then
follow him” (KJV).
Elijah then proposes a challenge:
Two bullocks were to be prepared for
sacrifice. Baal and the God of Heaven
were to be invoked, “cand the God
who answers by fire, He is God’”
(NKJV). Though the priests of Baal
work themselves into a bloody frenzy
as they seek their gods intervention,
no fire falls on his altar. Then Elijah
repairs the broken-down altar of
Jehovah. He offers a simple prayer to
God, and flames like brilliant flashes
of lightning shatter the heavens and
consume not only the sacrifice but
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A High Mountain
One more mountain, identified
only as “high,” and a glimpse of God’s
kingdom for three of His depressed
disciples. As the setting sun surrenT H E
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V
U y e s blinded by the fog of Things cannot see Truth.
Ears deafened by the din of Things cannot hear Truth.
Brains bewildered by the whirl of Things cannot think Truth.
Hearts deadened by the weight of Things cannot feel Truth.
Throats choked by the dust of Things cannot speak Truth.
— Harold Bell Wright
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ders to dusk, Jesus leads Peter, James,
and John up a rugged path. The Saviour has seen their gloom and longs
to lighten their grief with an assurance that their faith has not been in
vain. He prays that they may see in
Him the glory He had with the Father
before the world began, and be
strengthened to behold it.
His prayer is heard. While He
bows upon the stony ground, the
gates of heaven are thrown open and
divine brilliance enshrouds the Saviour. Divinity from within flashes
through humanity and meets the
glory from above. Arising, Christ
stands in Godlike majesty. His countenance shines “as the sun,” and His
garments are “white as the light.”
While the open-mouthed disciples
gaze on the scene, a cloud brighter
than the pillar of fire that went before
the tribes of Israel in the wilderness
encompasses them, and a voice resonant with divine love bids, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him.” The disciples
fall prostrate and hide their faces until
their beloved Master touches them,
dispelling their fears. “Arise, and be
not afraid,” He says, and in response
to His well-known voice, they do.
Peter’s excitement permeates the
account He wrote of the Transfiguration: “For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made
known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He

received from God the Father honor
and glory when such a voice came to
Him from the Excellent Glory: “‘This
is My beloved Son.’ . .. And we heard
this voice which came from heaven
when we were with Him on the holy
mountain” (2 Peter 1:16-18, NKJV).
Other Mountains to Climb
We could pause on other mountain paths, including those to the
Mount of Olives and Mount Zion, to
name but two. But what are the
lessons of the mountains we have
climbed with our Lord?
For one thing, when God appeared on a mountain, as elsewhere,
it was not to impart just a mystical
experience. According to the consistent witness of Scripture, He had
something to communicate in human language. The prophets and the
Gospel writers as well stress that
God has spoken truths that He
intends be understood.
Further, the “thus-says-the-Lord”
truths He shares are non-negotiable.
Many Bible writers suffered torture
or even died rather than compromise. Surely Christians should share
a “unity of the Spirit,” as Paul writes,
but never at the cost of eliminating,
blurring, or compromising what
God has revealed.
Let’s face it: The reason God often
employed mountains for His theophanies may be that their enduring
heights underscore the enduring
nature of truth itself.
□
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